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April 23, 2003

Dear Mr. Ryan,

With 15 members present, the Trinity Adaptive Management Working Group
agreed unanimously yesterday to recommend that the TMC direct its member
and subsidiary agencies, including state agencies, to ensure that this year’s
Trinity River flow schedule is “optimized” to achieve the best effects possible
within existing legal and practical constraints.

We do not define “optimize” or endorse any specific adjustment to the
currently programmed dry-year schedule; the recommendation is simply for
careful TMC consideration of a flow schedule which may otherwise prove less
satisfactory than it could be.

Both the Trinity River Mainstem Fishery Restoration Record of Decision
(ROD) and the associated Implementation Plan (EIS/R appendix C) envision
that the flow schedules prescribed in the ROD will be adjusted as conditions
warrant, so long as the total prescribed volumes are not exceeded. As the
TAMWG understands it, programmed release volume from Lewiston Dam is
restricted this year by court order to a “dry-year” level of 453,000 acre feet, but
the court has not prohibited the exercise of agency discretion as to the best use

of thig water A dec}glen seems to have been made with little digengcion to

release the authorized volume according to the ROD-prescribed dry-year
hydrograph, even though the actual year-type is “wet”; we suggest that
informed TMC discussion of possible adjustments is desirable.

We hope you’ll arrange matters so that the TMC can consider specific
recommendations from its internal experts on April 29, and that you’ll prevent
irreversible commitment to an unreviewed “default” schedule before then.

Sincerely,

Arnold Whitridge, Chairman
Trinity Adaptive Management Working Group



